Healthy Habits
Summer 2006

Holding Headaches at Bay
Bodywork Can Ease Chronic Migraines and Tension
Cathy Ulrich
"Do you get headaches?" I asked Cindy.
She had come to see me for massage to
address her neck and shoulder pain but
hadn't mentioned headaches.
"Well, yes," she said. "I've always had
headaches and, now that you mention it,
they seem to be worse when my neck
hurts." Cindy went on to say she
suffered from them as often as 2-3 times
a week and typically treated them with
ibuprofen.
Like many Americans, Cindy suffers
from chronic, frequent headaches. Her
neck pain finally prompted her to seek
help, but she was so used to the
headaches, she thought they were
something she simply had to live with.

Migraines.
Migraine headaches occur when the
blood vessels in the brain become
dilated, usually due to a chemical
reaction, such as food allergies or a
stress response. They often start with
visual disturbances and quickly develop
into severe head pain accompanied by
nausea, vomiting, dizziness, and
sensitivity to light. They're usually felt
on one side of the head, but can be on
both sides. Migraines are often managed
with medications and avoidance of foods
known to trigger them, such as red wine,
chocolate, aged cheese, and nuts.
However, some bodywork techniques
can also be effective in easing migraines
or decreasing the frequency of these
painful headaches.

To find
simplicity,
what we need
is reflection,
attentiveness,
compassion,
and courage.
-David Cadman
Office Hours and Contact
Good Health Massage Therapy
Angie Parris
By appointment only
9200 W Cross Drive, Suite 417
Littleton, CO 80123
720-331-6769

Freedom from chronic headaches is an option many Americans don't even realize is possible.
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Types of Headaches

Headaches come in many varieties.
Following is a short list of the most
common types.

Tension Headaches.
Exaggerated by stress, tension headaches
are related to poor posture, jaw
problems (such as temporomandibular
joint disorder, or TMJ), and neck pain.
Many people describe a headache that
starts at the base of the skull and then
moves in an arc over the ears and behind
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the eyes. Tension headaches are most
often caused or exacerbated by poor
posture, work station positions, and
body mechanics, creating undue stress
on the upper neck muscles.
Mixed Headaches.
The term mixed headache is used to
describe a tension headache that leads to
a migraine. Typically, the tension
headache starts first and the chemicals
produced from the pain of it create
conditions for a migraine to develop. In
people with patterns of mixed
headaches, the best way to avoid the
onset of a migraine is to treat the
tension headache.

Bodywork Options

A treatment regimen that includes
bodywork, attention to body position,
and stress management can help prevent
or greatly reduce the frequency of
headaches, in turn reducing your
reliance on medication and the need to
avoid food triggers. There are many
different bodywork techniques, each
with specific approaches for treating
headaches. Following is a short list of
techniques often effective in treating
recurring headaches.

Deep Tissue Therapies.
The integrative therapies mentioned
above, as well as neuromuscular therapy
and myofascial release, use similar
techniques to free connective tissue. A
chronically tensed muscle tends to
maintain that tension, even after the
stressful event has passed. Deep tissue
techniques free the connective tissue
glue, creating a new way for the muscle
to function.
Reflexology.
Like acupuncture, reflexology works to
move energy blockages in the body. By
stimulating points on the feet that
correspond to organs in the body,
reflexologists can promote relaxation,
reduce pain, and restore energy flow.
Several scientific studies have shown that
reflexology is a viable treatment for
migraines, in some cases working as well
as, or better than, medication--and
without the side effects.

Craniosacral Therapy.
Craniosacral therapy addresses the
inherent, gentle, rhythmic movement of
the bones in the skull and their effect on
the fluid that surrounds, bathes, and
cushions the brain and spinal cord and
runs throughout the body. Cranial
bones move in miniscule amounts as a
response to the production and
absorption of cranial fluid. With head
trauma, whiplash injury, or even severe
stress, cranial bone movement can be
compromised, resulting in headaches,
dizziness, ringing in the ears, or vision
disturbances. This therapy restores the
normal movement of the cranial bones
and fluid.
By addressing the root of the problem,
regularly scheduled bodywork sessions
can greatly reduce headaches as well as
your need for medication. Remember,
headaches are not normal, and you
don't have to live with them.

Swedish Massage.
A tension headache, by its very name,
implies the presence of stress and
tension. Swedish massage, on the other
hand, promotes relaxation and relieves
muscle tension. When muscles become
tight due to stress or poor posture, they
eventually adapt a chronically shortened
state. Swedish massage teaches the body
how to let go of muscle tension and
resets muscle tone.
Integrative Bodywork.
Rolfing,
Hellerwork,
Structural
Integration, and CORE are examples of
the types of bodywork designed to
improve
posture
and
structural
alignment. A primary cause of chronic
headaches is poor posture, which
produces tension in the neck and
shoulders because the weight of the head
is not properly balanced on top of the
spine. Integrative bodywork can produce
lasting postural change for greater ease
of movement. By selectively freeing the
soft tissues, integrative bodywork
literally can change postural alignment
and remove the stresses and strains on
the muscles that cause headaches.
Reflexology has proven as, or more, effective than medication--without the many side effects.

A Walking Workout
Have Fun While Burning More Calories
Imagine the lone hiker, backpack laden
with sleeping bag and bedroll, wielding a
well-worn walking stick as she climbs the
side of a snow-covered mountain. For
centuries, trekkers have used walking
sticks, partly as a defense against
attacking wildlife, partly to aid in
balance, and partly as support on long,
arduous climbs. But in recent years,
many hikers have replaced the single
wooden walking stick with hiking poles.
Held in both hands and used to
distribute weight more evenly through
the four limbs, wilderness hikers have
found poles invaluable for safety,
efficiency, and comfort on long hikes.
What wilderness hikers have known for
some time now is that walking poles are a
great way to relieve pressure on knees,
ankles, and the back. They encourage
better posture and provide a total body
workout by engaging the upper body.
Now, hiking poles are showing up in
urban areas as fitness walkers discover
the benefits they provide. Nordic
walking--similar in technique to cross-

country skiing--is a great way to get a
whole body workout, increase oxygen
consumption, and burn more calories
than regular walking or even speed
walking. This total body workout burns
40 percent more calories and consumes
25 percent more oxygen. Poles can be
purchased at most outdoor sporting
stores, along with rubber tips for use on
paved paths.
Technique
Adjust your poles to approximately 70
percent of your height and loosely
secure the straps around your wrists.
Hold the poles at an angle behind you so
they propel you forward with a slight
bend at the elbow. Use an opposite
hand-and-heel
motion
as
you
walk--right heel strikes as left pole tip
contacts the ground. And you're on
your way! Don't be shy with your poles.
Remember: You're burning 40 percent
more calories.
For
more
information,
www.walking.about.com/od/
nordicwalking/index.htm.

Add walking poles, and burn more calories.
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Flax Facts
Reap the Health Benefits of This Little Seed
Flaxseed, the humble little brown seed
with a nutty flavor, is a powerhouse in
the nutrition world. It's able to reduce
blood pressure, decrease risk of heart
attacks and stroke, improve skin quality,
help control blood sugar levels, reduce
cholesterol, and even prevent breast and
colon cancer--all in a single seed!
But what makes flax so powerful?
Flaxseed contains high concentrations of
alpha linoleic acid, a form of omega-3
fatty acids, which serve as the basic
building blocks of cell walls.
Additionally, flax is high in lignans,
powerful antioxidants known for
alleviating menopausal symptoms and
fighting breast cancer. There are three
forms of flaxseed, making it easy to
incorporate into your diet.

Flax Oil
While available in capsule form to be
taken as a supplement, flax oil is best
consumed as a food to get the most
benefits from it. Many nutritionists
often recommend purchasing the oil in
small quantities, storing it in the
refrigerator, and consuming a daily
intake of two tablespoons. You can add a
tablespoon to your morning smoothie
or substitute flax oil in the vinaigrette
dressing for your salad.
Flax oil breaks down to trans fats when
heated, so it should never be used in
cooking. While lower in lignans than
other forms of flax, the oil is sometimes
processed to preserve the lignans. Check
the label for details.

Flaxseeds
Whole seeds are sure to have all the
nutritional benefits of flax. Simply add
these to your granola or salads for a
nutty flavor. If a little tough on the
teeth, grind them in a coffee grinder
and sprinkle on foods. One note: raw,
whole flaxseeds contain chemicals that
can affect thyroid function. To get
around this, simply toast the seeds in the
oven for twenty minutes at 250 degrees,
or limit your consumption of raw seeds
to three to four tablespoons a day.
Flax Meal
Ground flax meal is another option to
get the powerful nutritional value of
flax. Add a tablespoon of it to your
smoothies for extra fiber, or stir it into
your oatmeal in the morning.

If you want
others to be
happy, practice
compassion. If
you want to be
happy, practice
compassion.
-The Dalai Lama

New!! Healthy Habits rewards card.
My philosophy has always been to take a proactive approach
to one's health. That's why I have strived to keep my prices
affordable to help make it a part of your health regimen. In
order to help you achieve that, I'm offering you a "Rewards
Program."
Buy 6 sessions, get the 7th at 1/2 price! You pay as you go.
Buy a gift certificate and get credit for one session.
$50/60-minutes
$70/90-minutes
Visa/Mastercard/American Express are accepted.
Please visit http://goodhealth.abmp.com
to find new promotions, information on massage, and
download brochures & newsletters to share with your friends
& family.

Good Health Massage Therapy
9200 W Cross Drive, Suite 417
Littleton, CO 80123

